
 



Wall of Honor 
P. K. Burleson 

   PK is a Charter Member of the BFRG.  We will show all of his 
contributions to our group in links on this page.  His interest in 
Genealogy started many years ago.  PK was the first Burleson in NC to 
establish his ancestry line back to Isaac Burleson Sr. for acceptance in the Sons of the American 
Revolution.  He arranged for the government to provide a tombstone to mark 
the grave of Isaac Burleson. PK organized a Marker Dedication Ceremony to be 
conducted by the Alamance Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution.  He hired a professional genealogist to document the 
origins of the Burleson name and our family crest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PK & HAZEL BURLESON 



Native of Albemarle, N. C. 
• Graduated from Albemarle High School  

 
• Enlisted in Army Air Corp, December 12, 1942, WWII and 

he received the Bronze Star 
 

• Attended Air University & Officers' Training School at 
Gunter Air Force Base in Montgomery, Alabama  

• Holds a Commercial Pilot License & Instructor's License 

Employment: 

• Chrysler Corporation, Representative  
 

• Electronics, Management 
 

• Antique Business: Burlwood Farm Antiques 

• Private Instruction – Wood Working: Furniture  

• Alamance Community College Instructor: Advance 
Woodworking (presently 2 Classes weekly) 

Church affiliation: 
• Deacon, First Baptist Church, Burlington, N. C. 

 
• Married ~ Wife, Hazel, Son, Jerry, 2 grandsons, 1 

Granddaughter 

First Burleson in N. C. to qualify for the Sons of the 
American Revolution status SAR, when Helen Kelso, of the 
Burleson Family Association in Texas, receives inquiries 
regarding SAR and DAR affiliation, she makes reference to 
the fact P. K. has already been approved in this regard. 
(His family line)                 by Hazel Burleson HAZEL BURLESON 

PK BURLESON WWII 

PK & HAZEL,center, Daniel beside Hazel, Larry Chandler & his family 
on the right,  PK at Isaac Burleson Sr. Grave 



Direct Descendants of ISAAC BURLESON SR

ISAAC BURLESON SR
Born: 1750
Died: 1810

in SPRINGER CEM OFF OF DUSTY RD,  STANLY CO,  NC

MARTHA CLAY
Died: Bet.  1826 - 1830

Married: 1781

ISAAC BURLESON JR
Born: 1784

Died: July 4,  1863
n BURLESON CEMETERY,  MARKER ON PARKER RD,  STANLY CO, NC

CATHERINE CASTLE
Born: 1789

Died: April 28,  1867
n BURLESON CEMETERY,  MARKER ON PARKER RD,  STANLY CO,  NC

Married: 1810

SARAH BURLESON
Born: Bef.  1810

JOHN JACKSON ALMOND
Born: Bet.  1799 - 1800

Died: 1845
in JOHN ALMOND CEM STANLY CO NC

[1] LEE BURLESON
Born: 1826

in Montgomery Co NC
Died: October 15,  1864

in Weldon NC

[2] Elizabeth Almond
Born: 1824

in Montgomery Co,  NC (NOW STANLY)
Died: November 29,  1903

in CANTON BAP CH STANLY CO, NC
Married: 1846

in STANLY CO NC

[2] Elizabeth Almond
Born: 1824

in Montgomery Co,  NC (NOW STANLY)
Died: November 29,  1903

in CANTON BAP CH STANLY CO, NC

[1] LEE BURLESON
Born: 1826

in Montgomery Co NC
Died: October 15,  1864

in Weldon NC
Married: 1846

in STANLY CO NC

[3] ADAM BURLESON
Born: January 29,  1847

in STANLY CO, NC
Died: February 20,  1930

in PINE GROVE METH CH CEM, STANLY CO,  NC

[4] SARAH ANN POPLIN
Born: March 9,  1848
in STANLY CO, NC
Died: July 29,  1919

in PINE GROVE METH CH CEM, STANLY CO,  NC

[3] ADAM BURLESON
Born: January 29,  1847

in STANLY CO,  NC
Died: February 20,  1930

in PINE GROVE METH CH CEM, STANLY CO, NC

[4] SARAH ANN POPLIN
Born: March 9,  1848
in STANLY CO, NC
Died: July 29,  1919

in PINE GROVE METH CH CEM, STANLY CO,  NC

[5] JAPE C. BURLESON
Born: October 26,  1884

in STANLY CO NC
Died: March 19,  1944

in PINE GROVE CH CEM STANLY CO NC

[6] ILER HONEYCUTT
Born: December 13,  1894

in ANSON CO NC
Died: June 3,  1987

in PINE GROVE CH CEM STANLY CO NC
Married: December 22,  1910

in NORWOOD NC

[5] JAPE C. BURLESON
Born: October 26,  1884

in STANLY CO NC
Died: March 19,  1944

in PINE GROVE CH CEM STANLY CO NC

[6] ILER HONEYCUTT
Born: December 13,  1894

in ANSON CO NC
Died: June 3,  1987

in PINE GROVE CH CEM STANLY CO NC
Married: December 22,  1910

in NORWOOD NC

[7] P.K. BURLESON
Born: November 23,  1923

in STANLY CO NC

[8] HAZEL LUCILLE BRAY
Born: February 17,  1926

in LEXINGTON NC
Married: June 22,  1946
in BURLINGTON NC

[7] P.K. BURLESON
Born: November 23,  1923

in STANLY CO NC

[8] HAZEL LUCILLE BRAY
Born: February 17,  1926

in LEXINGTON NC
Married: June 22,  1946
in BURLINGTON NC

[9] JERRY CLINTON BURLESON
Born: December 11,  1947

[10] ADRIENNE RENEE LANIER
Born: June 30,  1948

[9] JERRY CLINTON BURLESON
Born: December 11,  1947

[10] ADRIENNE RENEE LANIER
Born: June 30,  1948

[11] CHRISTOPHER ALEX BURLESON
Born: December 17,  1976

[11] CHRISTOPHER ALEX BURLESON
Born: December 17,  1976

[11] DANIEL CRAIG BURLESON
Born: December 10,  1981

[11] DANIEL CRAIG BURLESON
Born: December 10,  1981

[11] KATHERINE ELIZABETH BURLESON
Born: January 3,  1980

[12] JASON CRAEIGHTON [11] KATHERINE ELIZABETH BURLESON
Born: January 3,  1980

[12] JASON CRAEIGHTON

[13] DAVID ASHER CRAEIGHTON
Born: November 3,  2007

[13] DAVID ASHER CRAEIGHTON
Born: November 3,  2007



ancestry line back to Isaac Burleson Sr. for acceptance in the Sons of the American Revolution 



PK BURLESON 



Marker Dedication Ceremony 
Honoring the Grave of a Revolutionary War Soldier 

May 28, 1995  by PK. Burleson 
 

In 1988 I was invited to become a member of the Battleground Chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revolution here in Burlington, N. C.  However, there was the 
requirement that I must prove that I actually was a descendant from a 
Revolutionary War ancestor; thus began my Burleson family research. 
 

My first endeavor was a trip to Raleigh, NC, --NC Department of Archives-- where 
I began an exhaustive search through Census Records, Birth Certificates, Marriage 
Bonds/Certificates, Wills, Deeds, and Landsale Records. 
 

Eventually, I was able to verify four Burleson generations beginning with Jape C. 
Burleson (b. Oct 26, 1884), Adam Burleson (b. Jan 29, I 847), Lee Burleson (b. I 
826), and Isaac Burleson Jr. (b. 1784). During this lengthy process, I did secure 
the assistance of a Professional Genealogist who was able to provide additional 
Burleson information working toward completion at this point. 
 

Information on the next generation back was that of Isaac Burleson, Sr. which 
seemed to be more difficult to establish. Fortunately in the fall of 199 I , I was 
referred to Thurman Burleson who, supposedly, had much information on Burleson 
families, and who was a active member of the Burleson Family Association, Dallas, 
Texas; and, further, had attended several of the Annual Meetings. 
 

Thurman and I had several telephone conversations and he confirmed the 
Burleson information which  
I had been able to assemble. When I mentioned the fact that I had been unable to 
find a record of Isaac Burleson being in the military, he immediately gave me 
information that Isaac Burleson's enlistment was in South Carolina (my search had 
been in NC only). Records confirmed his enlistment was with the 5th SC Regiment-
Revolutionary War-April 16, 1776. Thurman and I had planned to meet in January  
1992, however, his death occurred earlier. 
In the meantime, my SAR application was approved and I officially became a 
member of the local SAR Chapter on Dec 5, I 989. Latter this SAR Chapter 
indicated a desire to honor this Revolutionary War Patriot. 
 

In the spring of 1995, I contacted Thurman Burleson's son, Ronnie Burleson of 
Richfield, NC who was able to point out the grave site of Isaac Burleson in the 
Ruben Springer Burial Ground, Stanly County, off of Dusty Road (NC 1226). A 
publication in the Stanly County Library --Private Cemeteries & Burial Grounds--
confirmed this information and stated, further, he was the first person to be buried 
at this location. 
 

I then applied for a headstone through the Department of Veteran Affairs, who 
confirmed Isaac's Military Service in the Revolutionary War after 184 years. This 
headstone, complete with lettering, was received from the Georgia Marble 
Company. 



 
A contact was made with the present owner of this particular property, Dale Burris 
of Oakboro, NC, who gave permission for this headstone to be installed. At 11:00 
AM, May 5, 1995, Ronnie Burleson, my brother Aaron and Gretchen Burleson of 
Burlington, NC, JD & Karol Burleson, of Thomasville, NC, Thomas N. and Martha 
Clark, of Burlington, NC, Hoey & Stella Burleson Curlee, and Wilma Burleson Harris 
of Albemarle, NC, Hazel Burleson and I erected this headstone beside the slate 
marker, along with the Bronze Patriot Seal. 
 

On May 28, 1995 the SAR Color Guard, dressed in Colonial Uniforms, comprised of 
Richard J. Moore, E.E Sharpe, Nat Clark, and myself led the solemn Ceremony. 
The unveiling of the Marker was by Jerry Burleson and Christopher Burleson --5th 
& 6th great-grandsons; the laying of the Wreath was by Katie and Daniel Burleson 
--6th generation grandchrildren. (Randleman, NC) 

 
Others participating in the Dedication were Dr. Charles E. Page, former Chaplain 
General of the National Society SAR, Mrs Hazel B. Burleson, Regent of the Battle of 
Alamance Chapter DAR, Raymond Donnell, President of the Alamance 
Battleground Chapter SAR, and Thomas N. Clark, President of the NC Society SAR. 
 
Refreshments were served to approximately 80 of the Burleson descendants and 
SAR participants. 



tombstone



family crest             BURLESON FAMILY AND COAT OF ARMS 
 

The Burleson family and the Burleson family name is of English origin, with the name being 
of the surname type known as an occupational name. The Old English or Saxon language had the 
word burle meaning "to dress or finish cloth" by removing the small burs or knots of thread 
sometimes formed in weaving. That produced an original name of Burle, and the son of Burle 
became Burleson. The name appeared in northern England near the Scotch border very early, for 
ancient English records mention a certain Hugo Burleson by the year 1202, and there is also 
mention of a John Byrleson by about 1210. That difference in spelling was often found in all family 
names. The Burleson family came to America prior to the American Revolution, and the Census of 
1790 (the first census ever taken for the United States) listed no less than six Burleson families in 
North Carolina. Two of those families, the families of David Burleson and Isaac Burleson, were 
living in Montgomery County in 1790, and they were in that area of Montgomery County which was 
later cut off to form the new county of Stanly. 

The Burleson coat of arms follows: 
ARMS: Per fesse; a fesse wavy gules, chief part vert, a lion rampant or; the base per pale.              
dexter side vaire, the sinisterside sable, three roses argent.   
CREST: A demi-lion rampant or, holding in paws a rose argent, barbed vert and seeded or.   
Note: That description of the Burleson coat or arms means that the shield is per fesse 

(meaning divided into upper and lower halves), with a fesse wavy (meaning a horizontal band 
across the middle of the shield) which is of gules (red) color.  The upper part of the shield above 
the wavy red fesse is of vert (green) color with a lion rampant (meaning a lion that is reared up on 
itshind legs) and of or (Gold) color with red eyes and claws. The base or bottom part of the shield 

below the wavy red fesse is also divided per 
pale (meaning divided by a vertical line from 
top to hotroan). The dexter side of the base is 
of vaire (meaning of mixed silver and blue 
colors in sort of that-shaped figures, the whole 
thing being a symbol of the very fine fur that 
was known as vaire and which was worn by 
members of noble or royal families in medieval 
times). The sinister side of the base is of sable 
(black), with three roses of largent (silver) 
which have barbs of vert (green), and the seeds 
in the center are of or (gold). The crest above 
the helmet is a demi-lion or half-lion rampant 
or reared up and of or (gold), the lion holding 
between it paws a silver rose like those, on the 
shield. There is no motto, but earliest coats of 
arms had no motto, so its absence is proof of 
antiquity. The wavy red band across the shield 
is symbolic of sword belts worn by knights and 
fighting men. The lion on the shield and in the 
crest is a symbol of strength and courage. The 
vaire color in part of the base indicates some 
relationship, possibly by service or kinship, to 
those of high rank. The roses were symbols of 
beauty, grace, joy and hope. The colors of the 
arms also have meaning. Red is the symbol of 
courage and valor, Green is the symbol of 
charity, hope and sturdiness; black is the 
symbol of dignity, constancy and nobility; gold 
is the symbol of generosity and elevation of 
mind; and silver is the symbol of peace, 

innocence and sincerity. --- LUTHER N. BYRD, Elon College, N.C. 



The Burlington Times-News, Monday, March 12, 2007 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











 


